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SUBJECT: DEFENSE REVIEW WITH MND SUH 

REF: STATE 3857 

1 . AMBASSADOR REVIEWED PACIFIC AREA DEPLOYMENTS OUTLINED REFTEL 
IN JANUARY 13 CONVERSATION WITH DEFENSE MINISTER SUH CHUNG-CHOL. 
NOTING THAT THIS WAS FIRST TIME HE HAD BEEN GIVEN SUCH OVERALL 
ASSESSMENT, MND SUH EXPRESSED APPRECIATION AND SAID REVIEW WOULD 
BE MOST USEFUL. 

2. SUH COMMENTED THAT YEAR 1975 HAD BEEN MOST DIFFICULT ONE FOR 
ROK FROM SECURITY POINT OF VIEW BECAUSE OF HEIGHTENED THREAT THAT 
DEVELOPED FOLLOWING FALL OF INDO CHINA AND NECESSITY ROKS FELT 
TO INCREASE SECURITY SELF-HELP EFFORTS. HE EXPRESSED DEEP GRATI- 
TUDE TO UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT FOR PROVIDING SUCH STRONG RE- 
ASSURANCES TO KOREAN PEOPLE IN RESPONSE TO THIS SITUATION. 

AS IT HAD SHOWED BY DEVELOPING FORCE IMPROVEMENT PLAN (FIP), 

ROKG WAS WELL AWARE OF CONTINUING NECESSITY TO HELP SELVES EVEN 
MORE IN FUTURE, BUT CONTINUED SUPPORT FROM WASHINGTON WAS ALSO 
ESSENTIAL. 
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TATIONS AT TIME FIP WAS FIRST INTRODUCED, MND REAFFIRMED EARLIER 
STATEMENTS THAT CONTINUING REVIEW AND MODIFICATION OF FIP TO ACCORD 
WITH REALITY WOULD BE NECESSARY. FOR EXAMPLE, BECAUSE OF TIGHT 
FOREIGN EXCHANGE SITUATION, DECISION HAD RECENTLY BEEN MADE TO 
BUY ALL 12 HARPOON SYSTEMS PREVIOUSLY PLANNED BUT TO BUY ONLY 
ONE HALF OF 120 HARPOON WARHEADS ORIGINALLY PROGRAMMED FOR PUR- 
CHASE BEFORE 1980. 

4. SUH SAID HE HAD FOUND HE COULD NOT STATE TOO OFTEN THAT CENTRAL 
THEME OF ROKG MILITARY POLICY WAS "BUY AMERICAN". ROK NAVY, 

HE SAID, HAD RECENTLY RECOMMENDED PURCHASE OF FRENCH HELICOPTERS 
BUT IN ACCORD HIS BASIC PRINCIPLE MND HIMSELF HAD TURNED THIS 
DOWN INSISTING THAT ROKN STICK TO US PRODUCTS. ONLY FEASIBLE 
OPTION FOR ROK SUH CONCLUDED WAS TO MOVE FORWARD IN CLOSE WORKING 
RELATIONSHIP WITH UNITED STATES. 

5. IN COURSE CONVERSATION AMBASSADOR COMPLIMENTED MND ON HARD 
WORK THAT HAD GONE INTO FIP AND ROK SELF-HELP EFFORTS GENERALLY, 

AND ENCOURAGED CONTINUING EVOLUTION OF THINKING ABOUT FIP REQUIRE- 
MENTS AND FOREIGN EXCHANGE REALITIES. HE ALSO EXPRESSED APPRECI- 
ATION FOR MND DECISION TO HOLD OFF ON FRENCH HELICOPTER PURCHASE, 
FOR EXCELLENT RECEPTION GIVEN USN ANTI-SUBMARINE WARFARE TEAM 
WHICH HAS JUST COMPLETED INITIAL REVIEW ROK ASW REQUIREMENTS, 

AND FOR GIVING US FULL OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW ROK MIT, IT ARY 
REQUIREMENTS BEFORE FINAL DECISIONS MADE. 
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